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The idea that drives Pound in The Cantos is the need to educate his readers, to alert them 
to a suppressed history of the modern world. His alternative view shows history to be a 
conspiracy led by globalist usurers who have relentlessly conspired to dilute national 
sovereignty, sap the virtue and ethnic identity of nations, and perpetuate unnecessary 
wars for their own profit. My paper title merges contemporary locution and Poundian 
apothegm in order to highlight the continuities between this project and the constellation 
of arguments and sentiments that animate the contemporary so-called ‘alt-right,’ affinities 
that I will argue exist at the level of ideological content, temperament, and lineage. 
Recent Pound scholarship, especially Alec Marsh’s groundbreaking work on Pound’s 
extensive ties to the American segregationist right in the 1950s, have revived the need for 
a broader examination of Pound’s project of historical revisionism, a project fueled by 
anti-democratic impulses and a re-ordering of history that is shipwrecked (to borrow 
Mark Lilla’s metaphor for the reactionary mind) in no small part by its obstinate 
investment in racial realism. While Pound’s anti-Semitism has been examined at great 
length, Pound’s relationship to racial blackness in the Cantos and his redaction and 
substitution of slavery in a grand reconstruction of American historiography is less well 
known. I argue that this narrative centering on racial blackness, which bridges Pound’s 
relationship on the far right from prewar fascism to postwar segregationist anti-
federalism, survives today in the discourse of the American ‘alt-right’. The legacy of The 
Cantos, I argue, is in part this successful transmission of a reactionary paideuma—
Pound’s term for a culture’s foundations or basic scripts—in this case by aiming to 
persuade readers of the validity and importance of racializing historical explanation.   

 


