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The Subversion in the Writing of the National Project in Las memorias de Mamá Blanca  
 
In contemporary Latin American Literature, female characters begin to formulate a vital part of 
the 20th century novel’s development and begin to have representation in the definition of the 
future nation, despite a long tradition of patriarchy. The current study of the foundational novel 
of Venezuela complies with the definition of “Nation” outlined by Benedict Anderson as an 
imagined, sovereign community, as well as Doris Sommer’s account of the dichotomy of love 
and politics defined in Foundational Fictions. From these texts one can conclude that the 
fictional writing reflects the core beliefs of the author about the nation. The fictional writings 
during the time of Nation-state construction serve to project the hopes of the future nation in the 
wake of national independence. Such tendency is revealed in Venezuelan writer Teresa de la 
Parra’s novel Las memorias de Mamá Blanca (1920).  
 
While the word “memories” produces a sense of nostalgia, it also expresses the historicity of the 
novel. In addition, the subversion of its female characters emphasizes a thinly veiled social 
critique by the author about the role of women in the emerging society. Women assume the roles 
of the author, narrator, and editor of the novel. In the Spanish-American context, feminine 
discourse in the beginning of the 20th century reflects a shift in traditional gender roles. For 
example, the protagonist Blanca Nieves and her sisters do not comply with the expectations 
given to them by society, likewise their father strays from traditional expectations, showing 
passivity. Indeed, the participation of women in all social spheres projects another essence of the 
future nation, one in which gives voice to the marginalized. In summary, Las memorias de Mamá 
Blanca induces a new foundational project before the modernization of Venezuela, one 
characterized by the inclusion of different races and genders in the society.  
 
 
 


