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This paper briefly illustrates the theoretical framework on which Psychoanalytic Reflections on 
Politics: Fatherlands in Mothers’ Hands (Routledge, 2014) is based and uses it to unveil the 
mythicized, dramatized and sacralized forms of the European Union’s (EU) official narratives. The 
paper portrays nostalgia for paradise as a yearning intrinsic in human nature and politics as a realm 
where people’s desire to experience transcendence is played out. It argues that the driving force for 
the formation of political communities is fantasy – ‘illusions’ in a Winnicottian sense, ‘phantasies’ 
in a Lacanian sense, ‘phantoms’ as described by Nicolas Abraham and Maria Torok and ‘dreams’ as 
interpreted by Sándor Ferenczi. Further elaborating on Joseph Weiler’s idea, according to which the 
legitimacy of the European Union is rooted in the messianic, the author portrays the ideology of 
European federalism as a ‘doctrine of salvation’ driven by a paradise myth, the fantasy of a 
redemptive end, the objet petit a of the ‘ever-closer union’. Bringing in psychoanalytical and 
anthropological perspectives, and elements of art theory, film and communication studies, the paper 
illustrates the European Union’s attempts to kindle people’s hope and faith in an imminent 
European rebirth, to shift citizens’ allegiance from the nation-state to the EU by investing in its 
symbol politics and assigning to the myth of (seductive) Europa and (seduced) Zeus a central role in 
its narratives. The analysis of EU institutions’ visual communication strategy (centered around the 
‘sacred gaze’ of Europa which ornaments the new series of euro banknotes and appears in 
numerous video ads) offers insights into the supranational elite’s ‘politics of transcendence’ which 
aims to convey Europeans a new story of abundance, fulfillment, and homecoming, thereby 
conjuring up the illusion of a peaceful, prosperous and joyful Europe, in a period characterized by 
widespread anxiety, pessimism and rage. 


