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Acts of Writing ‘Porous history’ in Louise Erdrich’s Novels 
 
 
What is the relationship between history and literature? Some answers can be found in some 
texts of Hayden White, Louis Mink, Meir Sternberg, and Frank Kermode, etc. However, 
contemporary American writer, Louise Erdrich also provides us with the answers with 
alternative historical approach so called ‘porous history’. Erdrich rewrites historical narrative 
of whites imposing their notions of civilization upon Native Americans due to their being 
socially inferior and primitive in American history by introducing the Ojibwe culture and its 
traditions of storytelling in her works with potentials of ‘porous history’. In this paper, I 
would like to address how Erdrich suspends the moments to rewrite the issue of famine and 
survivance in the past, rape and sovereignty throughout her novels such as Tracks, The 
Roundhouse, and The Plague of Doves. Her works touches upon this aspect of Native 
American’s life and history, especially the history of Chippewa or Ojibwe tribes residing in 
North Dakota and Minnesota. For Erdrich, it is an important fact that political and cultural 
preservation of sovereignty on land is necessary for her people. Even though Erdrich resists 
the notion that art should be engaged in politics, her novels reveal the historical and political 
facts or Jamesonian ‘political unconscious’ functioning a ‘narrative as a socially symbolic 
act’. For Louise Erdrich, the history itself becomes a catalyst which leads the oppressing 
reality not to leave negative effects on Native American people and paradoxically strengthen 
her culture, making it a hybrid culture and ‘porous history’ where the negative western sense 
of progress loses its primacy. This open-ended and revolutionary use of time and history 
allows Erdrich rich materials for her storytelling. These crisscrossing materials of the existing 
history enable her to transform the materials to comprise the oppressed elements, thus hidden 
and mute from the western perspectives. Above all things, acts of rewriting ‘porous history’ 
give her imaginative power to transcend the realistic frameworks, allowing her to recreate 
such memorable and impressive history which still deliver the important messages to go over 
the given time and history of the present society and cherish other-embracing values of life. 
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